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Heterocera. The more important catalogues are referred to
in the introduction to the order, and volumes of the Genera
Insectorum, where they exist, are mentioned under the families
that they describe.
SYNTOMID^B (Amatidce).
Proboscis well developed. Hind-wing with vein 8
shortened or absent and vein Ic absent ; fore-wing with
vein 5 nearer 4 than 6.
Syntomids are usually small moths with bright coloration,
frequently with transparent patches on the wings. In appear-
ance they are very similar to the Zygsenids, and it is not always
easy to distinguish the two families.
The moths fly by day ; their powers of flight are feeble, and
they are frequently seen resting without any attempt at conceal-
ment, so their colours are probably warning. Many members
of this family mimic Hymenoptcra. In these mimetic species
the wings are transparent and the chief colours are found on
the body, which is unusual in Lepidop'era.
About 1,200 species have been described, chiefly from the
Eastern tropics. There are no British species.
The eggs are round and upright, with the micropyle at the
top. They are laid in clusters on the food-plant. The larvae
are rather elongated, dull coloured as a rule, and clothed in
upright tufts of hair. The pupa is dark brown, and is enclosed
in a cocoon of silk and hair, usually on the surface of the soil.
The family has no economic importance.
ARCTIIDJE (Lithosiidw).
Hind-wing with vein 8 anastomosing with the cell to
near or beyond the middle ; then remote from 7 ; vein Ic
absent; fore-wing with vein 5 nearer 4 than 6 ; frenulum
present; larva hairy.
The Arctiids are usually small to moderate-sized moths,
and are very variable in coloration. Most species are night-
flyers, and many are attracted to light or sugar.
The distribution of the family is universal. About 3,000
species have been recorded, of which thirty-four are British.